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Dear Friends and Partners:
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I met a mother of a Chinese college student
from Shanghai recently and began to discuss the
importance of education. The family’s ancestral
home is Anhui, and the mother herself grew up in
a poor area of Anhui. Her eyes brimmed with tears
as she discussed the yearnings she felt as a child to
attend school, but one school year she was just three
mao short of the educational fees that must be paid.
A sympathetic teacher paid the three mao - seeing
the child’s eagerness and need. This young child
then spent her summers working various difficult
jobs - earning on average one RMB per month - to
help cover the educational fees for her brothers and
sisters as well. Times were difficult then.

In contemporary China, the Chinese people
and government still highly value education. The
government has been working to implement policies
that will make elementary through middle school (9th
grade) education tuition-free to families - with an aim
to allowing the poorest children, including young girls,
to attend school, achieve a high degree of literacy,
and expand their life options. Yet while tuition costs
now seem generally are being covered in most areas
of China, other education-related expenses remain
such as book fees, rooming expenses, food, and
other various education fees. These fees can be low -
maybe just 50 - 400 RMB per year depending on the
local situation, but such expenses prove prohibitive

to many poor families. Families living in extreme
poverty earn approximately 627 RMB per year - so
even an expense of 50 RMB to send a child to school
is too high.

Operation Blessing China is pleased to be in its
5th year of operating the Adopt-a-Student program.
400 RMB per student provides a type of educational
grant - for local volunteers and Operation Blessing
China staff to determine at the local level what
educational and life expenses need assistance. We
applaud the efforts and policies of the Chinese
government aiming to provide tuition-free education
to children in China. We are also pleased to be
able to stand alongside the local families in rural
communities still unable to afford the range of
educational fees - and help these young girls and
boys with their dream of an education. (We also hope
in coming years that we can phase out this Adopt-a-
Student Program because the needs are fully met -
and our attention can shift to the needs of migrant
worker children and/or handicapped children in need
of specialized education options).

Cheers to the individuals and companies who
make this possible! A sponsorship of 400 RMB per
year can enable a child from a poverty-impacted
community to attend school. Thanks for your help
- and those interested in this kind of sponsorship
may contact Operation Blessing China with more
information.
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Operation Blessing International

Operation Blessing International Relief and De-
velopment Corporation (Operation Blessing) is a
non-profit 501(c)(3) humanitarian organization
based in Virginia Beach, USA. Since 1978, Op-
eration Blessing has impacted more than 184.9
million people in 96 countries and all 50 states,
providing goods and services valued at more
than USD 1.1 billion. With a heart to alleviate
human need and suffering, Operation Blessing’s
efforts combat hunger, deprivation and physi-
cal affliction with the provision of food, clothing,
shelter, medical care and other basic necessities
of life. Operation Blessing is governed by a na-
tional board of directors.

Operation Blessing China

Operation Blessing has been operating humanitar-
ian projects in China since 1999 when a Repre-
sentative Office was established in Beijing. Opera-
tion Blessing China is dedicated to the principle of
stewardship to the needy and to all our support-
ers. Operation Blessing China delivers aid to the
broken-hearted with love, compassion and profes-
sional excellence. Operation Blessing also has co-
ordination offices in Lanzhou and Hong Kong, and
a new office opening in Chengdu.
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One Dream, Three Generations
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Sixteen—year—old Xu Jia is an A-grade student in the first
year of middle school. She is older than her classmates,
but her interrupted attendance at school due to family's
financial problems has not deterred her desire to complete her
education.

Xu Jia's 37-year-old mother was forced to drop out of high
school in her senior year after her father died. At the age of
21, she was wedded to Xu Jia's father. Her mother could not
help but weep whenever the topic of education was brought
up. She kept repeating, “If | had support from my family,
I would have gone to college instead of being a desperate
farmer today..” Having not realized her dream has led to her
being very strict about Xu Jia's education.

As the “One-Child Policy” expanded into the countryside,
only in exceptional cases did families have two children.
This policy led to many children occupying 100% of their
parents' attention, being spoiled and not having to even
do basic housework. Xu Jia's mother saw this trend early
on and wanted to teach her daughter to not take things for
granted. Through allowing Xu Jia to experience some of
the hardship that her mother went through, Xu Jia began to
truly understand how hard her parents' lives had been and
appreciated all her parents had done for her. She often saved

2 Operation Blessing China

up her pocket money to buy little gifts such as gloves for her
mother. Xu Jia would daily trek 15 km on a mountain trail
to school and back - this taught her to be grateful for the
education that she received and acknowledge that it was a
privilege to attend school.

Xu Jia's grandmother is 66 years old and had an
elementary school education. She and her husband had an
arranged marriage. Her biggest regrets were that she did
not continue her education after elementary school and that
she could not afford her daughter to go to high school. Xu
Jia's grandmother has hypertension and Meniere's syndrome
(ringing in the ears which may eventually lead to the loss of
hearing). In hope of seeing Xu Jia further her education and
realizing the dreams of 3 generations, she saved every penny
she could for her granddaughter's education.

Eventhough for their background and generation, Xu Jia's
grandmother and mother are considered as relatively educated
people, it is this same dream that ties them together that
has caused them both to be concerned about Xu Jia's future
education. We are eager to see Xu Jia achieve the past two
generations' dream and that other children like her will also be
able to continue into further education.



International Children’s Day!
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nternational Children’s Day occurs on June 1st in

I China when all school children are free of classes

and generally participate in a day filled with activities.

On this day many across the country celebrated it in
ways that are as special as the children themselves.

In celebrating International Children’s Day,
Operation Blessing China organized a day trip for
33 orphans to visit Beijing tourist spots with Nokia
employees. Approximately 140 Nokia employees,
orphans, caretakers and Operation Blessing China
staff were involved.

On the 8th of June, Duipo Village School in Gansu
province celebrated International Children’s Day with
GE representatives and Operation Blessing China
staff.
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UPS, a supporter of education in China and of Operation

Blessing China has been pivotal in the realization of the new look

at Hua’Ao School.
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Wang Guiyun (Principal of Hua’Ao School, Beijing): Thanks to
Operation Blessing China for its great help, in this semester,
Operation Blessing China built us new physics and chemistry labs,
painted inside of the building, and put new tiles in the hallways.
Some of our teachers visited a few other schools, and they said
our school was the prettiest!
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"Education enhances lives. It ends generational
cycles of poverty and disease and provides the
means for sustainable development." — UNICEF
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peration Blessing focuses on sponsoring

the most disadvantaged children in China
in areas that are listed under the extreme
poverty category by the Chinese government.
Over the years, our Adopt-A-Student program
has been supporting these needy children
to attend school. Alongside educational
assistance, there has been a growing
awareness for other obvious needs that these
communities lack, such as daily nutritional
intake, clean water and adequate sanitation.
Resulting from insufficient nutrition, many of
these children’s health are affected, especially
in their critical developing years. Adequate
nutritional intake is vital to giving them the
energy and sustenance to live a full life.

With a heart to see these children grow to
lead independent and healthy lives, Operation
Blessing China would like to provide for each
child at school nutritional food each day for a
year. By providing 200 RMB, you can make
a life-impacting investment in the health of a
needy child.
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For many impoverished communities, access to basic education is limited. Operation Blessing China is opening doors
for many children living under such circumstances to be able to attend the first nine years of education. A gift of 400 RMB
(approximately USD 50) towards our Adopt-A-Student program can provide educational assistance to enable a child to attend
school. For information on how to give, please contact Operation Blessing China on 86-10-6466 9296 or e-mail giving@
obchina.org
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Each of Us Can Make a Difference
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hrough Operation Blessing Hong Kong,
Tsponsorship for 218 children from Hebei
Province and 60 children from Guangxi
Province has been provided for. In addition
to support from committed individual donors,
the students of St. Catharine’s School for
Girls through their “Clean Campus Mission”
activity, raised funds adequate for 35 children
to participate in Operation Blessing’s Adopt-
a-Student program. The Clean Campus
Mission day is an event organized by many
schools in Hong Kong to not only clean
their school compound but to also raise
awareness on needs of the poor. A teacher
responsible for this activity said that it was
their most successful fundraising activity
yet. Students at St. Catherine’s began to
understand how blessed they really are after
reading testimonies of children helped by
Operation Blessing and watching a short film
on the lives of rural children in China. The
students’ families were eager to help these
impoverished children who otherwise are
unable to attend school.
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Wedding Special
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"A wedding day is a special one, and we were

particularly lucky to be able to have two, one in the UK and
one in Beijing. We were delighted to be able to share the
celebrations in Beijing with many of our close friends, as well
as with family that traveled out for the occasion. We wanted
to spread the good fortune and love that we felt with others
so we encouraged our guests in Beijing to give us traditional
hongbaos, with the goal of donating the money to the Adopt-
A-Student program. For us, this was the icing on the wedding

cake!"
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—Michael & Xanthe Jennings
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Giving Help - Bringing Hope
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Operation Blessing China

Suite 106, Golden Land Building
32 Liangmagiao Rd. Chaoyang District
Beijing, China P.R. 100016
Tel: (86-10) 6466-9296
Fax: (86-10) 6466-9256
Email: info@obchina.org
Website: www.obchina.org
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Operation Blessing Hong Kong

2F, Coda Designer Centre
62 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Aberdeen,
Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2234-0014
Fax: (852) 2529-0014
Email: info@obhk.org
Website: www.obhk.org
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