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Operation Blessing China

Operation Blessing has a representative office in Beijing
and operates throughout China. In seeing the cycle of
suffering being broken, Operation Blessing China is dedi-
cated to the principle of stewardship to the needy and
to all our supporters. With what is received, Operation
Blessing China delivers aid to the broken-hearted with
love, compassion and professional excellence.

Operation Blessing International

Operation Blessing International Relief and Development
Corporation (Operation Blessing) is a non-profit 501(c)(3)
humanitarian organization based in Virginia Beach, USA.
Since 1978, Operation Blessing has impacted more than
193.1 million people in 96 countries and all 50 states,
providing goods and services valued at more than US
$1.2 billion. With a heart to alleviate human need and
suffering, Operation Blessing’s efforts combat hunger, de-
privation and physical affliction with the provision of food,
clothing, shelter, medical care and other basic necessi-
ties of life. Operation Blessing is governed by a national
board of directors.
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The Gaojia Village Grandmother
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While in remote Gaojia Village in Gansu
Province, we came across an elderly woman
begging for water from her neighbor. The
economics of Gaojia Village is quite simple
- because of the severe dry region of this
mountainous village in Gansu, the daily
necessity of water burdens all. Villagers have no
choice - they must walk sometimes for hours to
fetch water from dirty and polluted water sources
- or they must stretch their finances to buy water.

The elderly woman we met this day didn’t
have enough money to buy water, and was too
old and weak to fetch the water herself. She was
caring for three small children as her son and

daughter-in-law were working in the city to earn
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a small living for the family. Without the income
of the son and daughter-in-law, the family would
be forced to live in a cave dwelling as they had
been forced to do in earlier years. Life is hard
and change is slow in Gaojia Village.

Yet hope came quickly to this elderly
woman when she heard the news from the
village leader traveling with us that day. With
help from Operation Blessing China, every family
in this village would receive a water cistern to
help solve the water problem in the community.
At first, the elderly woman shook her head - it
was impossible for something like this to happen.
The village leader encouraged her - it was

true. Thanks to a donor who learned of such

Operation Blessing China’s Clean Water Program
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2,000RMB or US$250 will provide a family in Western China a cistern for their daily use
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situations and made a donation, a cistern would
be constructed for her and her family - so that
rainwater could be safely collected and used for
their daily needs. Soon, begging for water would
be not necessary - she could simply go into her
courtyard, use the hand pump, and access water
for her and the children.

Although economic hardship is still a
reality in Gaojia Village and other parts of
Gansu Province, water now flows just yards
from people’s homes - improving health and
sanitation, providing water for cooking, animals
and crops, and giving hope to those who once

felt alone in their hardship.




Cistern Ichnography

What does a cistern look like?
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In process of building a cistern
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Cisterns & Water Wells
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Water is essential for survival. Over 20% of humanity is subjected daily to
drinking polluted or unsanitary water. Access to water remains one of the most
pressing issues for the 10 million people living in drought-prone northwestern China
as well. What few sources of water that are available are dirty and highly polluted
causing many various health problems. Other water sources require laborious hours
each day to travel by foot or donkey to retrieve water from distant water sources.
Hours spent drawing water could be better spent attending school, or working in the

fields to improve one's economic situation.

Aware of the close connection between water and socio-economic conditions,
Operation Blessing China has been building cisterns in China's northwestern driest
regions since 2000. A concrete cistern in one’s own small courtyard or near their
home provides a relatively clean and practical way to gather water during rainfalls. A
hand pump is installed to easily and efficiently access stored water — much like a well
would function. This stored water then can be boiled for use in cooking or drinking. It

can also used for watering crops or provide drinking water for farm animals.

Since 2000, Operation Blessing China has constructed 4,935 cisterns and wells
mostly in China’s needy Western regions benefiting over 23,700 people. In 2007,
Operation Blessing China will continue to provide cisterns in Gansu Province as well
as new operations are underway to build clean water wells for drought-impacted and

needy areas of Sichuan province.
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World Water Day, March 22nd “Celebrating Water for Life”
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® 40% of the world's population (2.5 billion people) lack enough water for adequate sanitation and hygiene

e Worldwide, 20% of the world’s population (1.1 billion people) lack access to improved water sources for safe-drinking and nearly
two-thirds live in Asia

Operation Blessing China to date has constructed 4,935 water cisterns benefiting approximately 23,700 people in 32 villages across China.
Last year, we were able to provide 1,162 water cisterns in Gansu and Qinghai provinces to approximately 7,100 beneficiaries.

On World Water Day, spare a thought for those who face the daily struggles of securing safe water for their basic needs. If you would

like to learn more about World Water Day, please visit website: http://worldwaterday.org
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B The 2006 “Touch an Orphan’s Life” Charity Gala Dinner hosted by the

i European Union Chamber of Commerce in China has raised over 1.2 million RMB
towards charity. With countless orphans in need, this fundraiser will certainly make
+mBEm@a 4 dfference through Operation Blessing China’s Orphan Impact Program.
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Each of us can make a difference
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A child’s birthday party is normally a time for the child to receive gifts
from family and friends, but the Tam Family in Hong Kong had a more
creative idea. They instead organized a unique birthday party for their
8-year-old daughter to impart the value of helping the needy. Instead of
buying gifts for the little girl, the attendees donated to Operation Blessing
China to support a 3-year-old undergo cataract surgery and as a result,
HK$2,000 was raised.

“It is really a blessing for us,” said Mrs. Tam, “my daughter and the
other kids have learned a valuable lesson. They have come to know that
there are many underprivileged kids. The party has broadened their view
and they have learned how to share with the poor and needy.”
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Giving Help - Bringing Hope
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Beijing 10016, P.R. China Hong Kong
Tel: (86-10) 6466-9296 Tel: (852) 2234-0014
Fax: (86-10) 6466-9256 Fax: (852) 2529-0014
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